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portaiit criticism and suggestion for the student
of the abstract politics of modern societies. In
the United States, too, and In our own colonies,
there have been attempts, not without merit, to
state and to deal with some of the drawbacks
of popular government

Nothing has been done, however, that makes
the appearance in the field of a mind of so high
an order as Sir Henry Maine's either superfluous
or unwelcome. It is hardly possible that he
should discuss any subject within the publicist's
range, without bringing into light some of its
less superficial aspects, and adding observations
of originality and value to the stock of political
thought. To set people thinking at all on the
more general and abstract truths of that great
subject which Is commonly left to be handled
lightly, unsystematically, fragmentarily, in obedi-
ence to the transitory necessities of the day, by
Ministers, members of Parliament, journalists,
electors, and the whole host who live Intellectu-
ally and politically from hand to mouth, is in
itself a service of all but the first order. Service
of the very first order is not merely to propound
objections, but to devise working answers, and